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Memorial Day parade returns 


The parade and ceremony 
were the first public 
events held in town since 
COVID-19 restrictions 
were lifted May 29 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


AGAWAM - Agawam held its 
traditional Memorial Day parade 
and ceremony on Monday, May 
31, with a large turnout for the 
event with COVID-19 restrictions 
now lifted. 

Many people lined Main Street 
from Robinson Park School to the 
Veteran Greens Memorial Park. 

A large amount of people 
stayed for the ceremony, many 
enjoying the lifted mask mandate 
while sticking in groups and dis- 
tancing. Though a large amount 
of people shed the face masks 
there were a few groups and indi- 
viduals who kept them on. Those 
continuing to wear masks includ- 
ed some seniors and children, as 
well as a few parents. Since the 
restrictions lifted and the parade 
was able to be held, more people 
attended the ceremony. 

Veterans Council member 
Aldo Mancini led the ceremony. 
Mayor William Sapelli thanked 
Mancini and new Veterans Direc- 
tor Chris Lanski for the planning 
the parade and ceremony. Manci- 
ni said it was good to have the pa- 
rade this year. There was a Memo- 
rial Day ceremony held last year, 


Boys on the road 





PHOTO BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


Aidan McKay fires a shot at the East Longmeadow goal. Agawam boys lacrosse 
played at East Longmeadow last Thursday evening. More photos on page 7. 
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Mayor William Sapelli addresses the attendees of this year’s Memorial Day ceremony 
held Monday morning on the Veterans Green. 


but it was socially distant with 
masks required and there was a 
capacity limit creating a small- 
er crowd. Sapelli spoke to give a 
greeting from the town, where 





he commented on the difference 
from this year's ceremony to the 
last. 
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Mayor presents FY22 
budget to city council 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - ‘This Monday 
night, the Agawam City Coun- 
cil could vote on the fiscal year 
2022 budget. The council will 
hold a public hearing at the 
meeting, then take comments 
and proposal for amendments 
from councilors. 

It is possible, because the 
hearing is being held at the first 
meeting in June, the council will 
table the budget until the sec- 
ond meeting in June. The budget 
must be finalized before July 1, 
when the new fiscal year begins. 

Last Monday night, the coun- 
cil held a budget workshop. 
Mayor William Sapelli and his 
team, which included Auditor 
Cheryl St. John and Treasurer/ 
Collector Laurel Placzek, pre- 
sented the budget to the coun- 
cil: 

The proposed budget comes 
in at more than $100 million 
between the towns operating 
budget, funded capital improve- 
ments, and operating and capi- 
tal budget for the Agawam Pub- 
lic Schools. 

The school budget is pro- 
posed to be nearly $48 million, 
just a 1.68 percent increase, and 
the next highest funded depart- 
ment is the police department 
at $6.3 million. The fire depart- 
ment is funded at about $4.5 
million. 


This year, Sapelli is planning 
to use $3.5 million in free cash 
to offset the tax levy. He said 
Agawam continues to be a com- 
munity that does not seek Prop- 
osition 2 % override to help fund 
the budget. 

Other expected revenues 
include the local option meals 
tax, and casino mitigation funds 
the town is still receiving from 
MGM Springfield. 

There are sizeable increases 
to the stormwater management 
budget, but the overall budget is 
increasing by 4.06 percent, Sa- 
pelli said. 

Among funded capital im- 
provements are new DPW ve- 
hicles and equipment totaling 
about $359,000, street and in- 
frastructure improvements at 
$400,000, and sidewalk work at 
$200,000. 

Sapelli said all employees 
are retained in his budget, but 
reduction in positions will be 
attained through not filling va- 
cancies. He did note a sizeable 
increase, 7.33 percent, in ben- 
efits and insurance. Insurance 
is a fixed cost that rises nearly 
every year. 

Councilors had the opportu- 
nity to ask questions of Sapelli 
following his presentation as 
they prepare to vote at a subse- 
quent meeting. 

Councilor Dino Mercadante 
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Looking back: June 1, 2011 tornado 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - Over the past 10 
years, the region has experienced 
a lot of different weather events 
that has caused damage, wreaked 
havoc on regular life, and changed 
how we sometimes prepare for 
the weather. 

One of the first of the different 
weather events dating back 10 
years was a tornado that ripped 
through parts of Westfield, then 
bordering Feeding Hills and 
through Agawam before it made 
it signature damage in Spring- 
field, including the old Cathedral 
High School, and Monson. 

Residents in Agawam were 
shocked in the late afternoon 
hours on June 1, 2011 as strong 
thunderstorms were accompa- 
nied by multiple tornadoes in the 
area, one ripping through the Pro- 
vin Mountain area of town. 


Prior to the June 2011 torna- 


do, a tornado had not hit the area 
since 1979, a span of more than 
30 years. But since the June 2011 
tornado, the region has experi- 






A nearly 70-foot high tree fell in the yard of Bob Bourgeois. 


thousand dollars worth of damage. 


enced more tornadoes and mi- 
crobursts, hurricanes and tropi- 
cal storms, massive blizzards and 
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Scouts to hold bottle drive 


Public meetings to resume 


AGAWAM - Mayor William P. Sapelli is 
pleased to announce that all town public 
boards will resume in person meetings that 
will be open to the general public no later 
than July 1. Governor Baker has announced 
that the Commonwealth's State of Emer- 
gency will expire June 15, 2021. 

“We are thrilled to get back to the nor- 
mal order of board meetings with the pub- 
lic able to attend in person, said Mayor 
Sapelli. 

Most board meetings will be held at the 


Senior Center. The town library is under- 
going renovations and the Agawam Senior 
Center has adequate space and equipment 
to accommodate meetings in a safe setting. 
Effective May 29, the state mask man- 
date will be lifted. Vaccinated individuals 
will not be required to wear a mask when 
attending a public meeting. Non- vaccinat- 
ed individuals are advised to continue to 
wear masks (especially indoors) and com- 
ply with social distancing requirements. 
Self-enforcement is encouraged. 


CROP Hunger Walk raises 
money for Parish Cupboard 


AGAWAM - The annual Agawam/West 
Springfield CROP Hunger Walk was held 
in person in April at Mittineague Congre- 
gational Church. After holding a virtual 
walk in 2020 and raising less than $5,000 
to support Church World Service min- 
istries around the world and the Parish 
Cupboard locally, CROP planners were 
thrilled to raise over $10,000 this year. 

This total of $10,039 was accomplished 
through the generous donations of seven 
faith communities and one extended fam- 
ily. We would like to thank Erin Luchen- 
bill (CROP Coordinator) and family, Aga- 
wam Congregational Church (this year’s 
top fund-raiser!), Feeding Hills UCC, First 
Congregational UCC West Springfield, 
Grace Lutheran Church, the Islamic Cen- 
ter of Western MA, Mittineague Congrega- 
tional Church, and West Springfield Unit- 
ed Methodist Church. 

Out of these funds, the Parish Cup- 
board food pantry will receive $2,500 (25% 


of the total.) Each local CROP Hunger 
Walk chooses an agency in their area to 
support, and the Cupboard has been the 
choice of the Agawam/West Springfield 
walk for decades. Located at 738 Main 
Street in West Springfield, they also serve 
Agawam with emergency groceries and 
daily hot lunches, now served in the pan- 
try after months of to-go meals! 

In 2020 the Church World Service 
(CWS) community stood with families 
from Brazil to the United States, Bosnia, 
Kenya, Indonesia and many countries 
in between to help them face the urgent 
needs that the Coronavirus pandemic 
created. Program highlights each year 
include supporting refugee resettlement, 
farming livelihoods, and environmental 
sustainability. 

A big thank you goes to the small group 
who walked and the many who donated to 
this worthy cause! To learn more, please 
visit www.crophungerwalk.org. 


Garden Club annual plant sale 
scheduled for Saturday, June 5 


AGAWAM - Agawam Garden Club is 
planning its annual plant sale for Saturday, 
June 5. This year's event will be held at the 
Feeding Hills Congregational Church 21 
North Westfield St., Feeding Hills and will 
run from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. Perennials from 
members gardens, along with annuals and 
vegetables will be on sale. All at bargain pric- 
es. Proceeds from the sale go towards fund- 
ing the clubs scholarship. In compliance 
with currant covid guidelines masks and 


social distancing will be observed. Please 
check the clubs website for further informa- 
tion. agawamgardenclub.com. 





Clearance sale for summer 
Closing of consignment shop 


AGAWAM - ‘The Trading Post Con- 
signment Shop located at the First Baptist 
Church of Agawam, 760 Main Street, Aga- 
wam will be closing for the summer on 
June 16. 

Starting June 2, and running until our 
close, everything will be a 50% off the tick- 
eted price. Please stop in to check out 
our vast and unique inventory of clothing, 
shoes, handbags, jewelry, books, games, 


toys, various household and gift items and 
more. 

We are open on Wednesdays from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. as well as Saturday, June 5, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. We are planning to 
re-open in mid-August. 

For future news and information, please 
visit our The Trading Post Consignment 
Shop Facebook page or follow us on Insta- 
cram @fbctradingpost. 





SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Troop 82 of Agawam will be conducting a bottle 
and can drive Saturday, June 12 from 9 a.m. to 12 
noon at the Agawam Congregational Church, 745 
Main St., Agawam. After being forced to cancel 
their annual pancake breakfast for the second year 
due to COVID restrictions, the Troop has turned to a 
bottle & can drive to be their major fundraiser this 
year. Funds raised will be used for troop activities, 
training, and gear. Founded in 1960, Troop 82 is 
Agawam’s longest running Boy Scout troop. Troop 
82 has a year-round program and accepts new 
members at any time. Scouts will follow current 
safety guidelines and can remove donations from 
your vehicle. They are also offering no contact 
pick up of donations before June 12th if desired. 
Please email troop82agawam@gmail.com to make 
arrangements. 


Dress for Success holding 
June clothing tag sale 


SPRINGFIELD - Dress for Success 
Western Massachusetts will host anoth- 
er of its popular clothing tag sales—this 
time outside under a huge tent in the 
parking lot of the Eastfield Mall. Hun- 
dreds of women have refreshed their 
wardrobes at past tag sales, while at the 
same time supporting Dress for Success 
mission to empower women to achieve 
economic independence. 

Women can choose from an extensive 
array of clothing, shoes, accessories and 
more. ‘These new and gently used items 
include selections from name-brand 
fashion houses such as Anne Klein, Evan 
Picone, Ellen Tracy and many more. Cus- 
tomers can fill a shopping bag for only 
$25. 

If you have clothing that youd like to 
donate, please call 413-732-8179 to make 
an appointment. 


Because the tag sale is outside, there 
will not be rooms to try on clothes. If any- 
one buys something that doesnt fit, they 
can pass it on to friends or others in need. 
For everyones safety, we respectfully sug- 
gest wearing a mask while inside the tent. 

The tag sale will be held Friday, June 
18, through Thursday, June 24, in the 
parking lot of the Eastfield Mall at 1655 
Boston Road, Springfield, where Dress for 
Success maintains a boutique. Be sure to 
tell your friends and mark your calendar. 

Volunteers are needed on June 14-17 
to set up, June 18-24 to staff the tent, and 
June 25 to break down the event. If you 
are interested, please contact dressfor- 
successspring field@gmail.com. 

For more information about Dress for 
Success Western Mass., please contact 
Executive Director Margaret Tantillo at 
(860) 638-8980. 


Garden Club holding first 
in-person meeting of 2021 


AGAWAM - Agawam Garden Clubs 
first meeting of 2021 will be held Tues- 
day, June 8 at 6:30 p.m. In the event of 
rain it will be Tuesday June 15. The meet- 
ing will be held outdoors in the gardens 
of the Thomas Smith House, 251 North 
West St., Feeding Hills. Members need to 
bring their own chair. After a short busi- 
ness meeting Barbara Schaedler will do 
a demonstration on planting containers 
with only a variety of foliage plants. Bar- 


bara, a member of Agawam Garden Club, 
is also a retired educator, landscape ar- 
chitect, and certified lecturer for the Fed- 
erated Garden Clubs of America. After 
the program the planted containers will 
be raffled off. Members who paid dues in 
2020 will be exempt for this year. Meet- 
ings are open to the public and not re- 
stricted to just Agawam residents. Please 
check the clubs website for updates. aga- 
wamgardenclub.com. 





Eucharistic Adoration at St. John’s 


AGAWAM - All are welcome and in- 
vited to join us at St. John the Evangelist 
Church, 833 Main Street, for Eucharistic 
Adoration, Wednesdays, 12 noon to 5:45 


p.m. with Holy Mass at 6:00 p.m. Come 
and spend some time in quiet prayer with 
our Lord Jesus Christ, present in the Eu- 
charist. 





EB’s helping raise money for library 


AGAWAM - The Friends of the Agawam 
Public Library invites the public to join and 
help raise funds through EBs Chicken Give 
Back Mondays Fundraising Program on 
Monday, June 14, 2021, 3 to 8 p.m. at EBs 


located on 383 Walnut Street Extension, 
in Agawam, MA Phone: (413) 789-3525 
ebrestaurants.com. 10% of the day's total 
food sales (dine-in, take-out and delivery) 
will benefit the Agawam Public Library. 





Corpus Christi Procession at St. Johns 


AGAWAM - Join us at St. John the 
Evangelist Church, 833 Main Street, as 
we celebrate the Feast of Corpus Christi 
with a Eucharistic Procession, Sunday 
June 6, immediately following the 10:30 
a.m. Holy Mass, to the town green. 

The Feast of Corpus Christi cele- 
brates the real presence of Christ's body 


and blood in the Holy Eucharist. Eucha- 
ristic Adoration will follow as we pro- 
cess back to the entrance of the church, 
ending at sunset. All are welcome to 
join us for this beautiful encounter of 
the true presence of Christ among us. 
The event will be held weather permit- 
ting. 


Read or Subscribe online: 
Www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com 





By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


HOLYOKE - After months of debate and the tragedy 
involving nearly 80 residents, the residents of the Holyoke 
Soldiers Home are getting a new facility. 

Earlier this week, Gov. Charlie Baker signed into law a 
$400 million bond bill that will reconstruct the Holyoke 
Soldiers Home. Additionally, he signed a bill for $200 mil- 
lion for the expansion of Veterans house services across 
the state. 

Last year, during the COVID-19 pandemic, 77 residents 
died of the coronavirus and the administration of the home 
is being blamed. But also to blame, according to reports 
and testimony from parties involved, were the inadequate 
facilities the residents were living in. 

To that end, legislation was filed recently seeking a mas- 
sive bond bill to build a better facility in Holyoke. The effort 
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Bond bill for Soldiers’ Home signed by governor 
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was led by Holyoke'ss state senator, John Velis, D-Westfield. 
He worked with a conference committee that finalized the 
bill. Following the Senate vote to send the bill to the gover- 
nors desk, Velis celebrated the passed legislation. 

“The funding authorized in this bill will ensure that the 
future residents of the Holyoke Soldiers Home and Veter- 
ans across our Commonwealth receive the care with honor 
and dignity that they have earned in service to our nation, 
said Senator Velis, who is also Chair of the Joint Committee 
on Veterans and Federal Affairs. “The vote brings us one 
step closer towards fulfilling that mission.’ 

Because the bill has now been signed, the state is cur- 
rently working towards an Aug. 1 VA Veterans State Home 
Construction Grant Program deadline. DCAMM, the Divi- 
sion of Capital Asset Management and Maintenance, can- 
not begin the design process for the project until the Bond 
Bill is signed into law. If the Aug. 1 deadline is met, the state 
would be eligible to receive 65% federal reimbursement for 
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the $400 million Holyoke Soldiers Home reconstruction 
project, a huge chunk of the money needed for the project. 

It is not clear when construction of the new facility 
could start, but there are other steps ongoing at the home, 
including a new superintendent at the Soldiers Home. 

Rick Holloway was named the new superintendent 
last month. He was the unanimous choice of the Board of 
Trustees. Holloway previous was the administrator of the 
Idaho State Veterans Home. 

There are still charges pending against the previous su- 
perintendent of the home, Bennet Walsh. He was suspend- 
ed following the deaths of the residents from COVID-19. He 
was fired by Gov. Charlie Baker following an independent 
report stating Walsh's leadership was part of the problem 
that led to the large number of deaths. A judge reversed 
Walsh's firing, saying Baker did not have the authority to 
fire Walsh. Walsh would eventually resign after charges 
were filed against him. 





Feeding Hills store offering COVID-19 vaccines for ages 12 to 15 


QUINCY - Stop & Shop, in conjunction with the U.S. 
Department of Health & Human Services (HHS), today 
announced that select pharmacy locations across the 
Northeast are now offering Pfizer COVID-19 vaccines 
in addition to existing supply of Moderna and Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine, which have been available in Stop & 
Shop Pharmacy locations since January 2021. On May 12, 
the CDC authorized expanded use of the Pfizer COVID-19 
vaccine to individuals 12 and older, and United States 
PREP Acts authorizes Stop & Shop's qualified pharma- 
cists to administer vaccines to this expanded age group. 

In addition to the Moderna and Johnson & Johnson 
vaccines, customers can now walk in or schedule an ap- 
pointment on Stop & Shop's website to receive a Pfizer 
COVID-19 vaccine at select locations, though availabili- 
ty for walk-ins will be determined by store supply levels. 
Stop & Shop's over 250 pharmacy locations are currently 
offering Pfizer, Moderna or Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 


vaccines. Vaccine availability varies by store, and cus- 
tomers should visit the Stop & Shop COVID-19 website 
at www.stopandshop.com/covid-vaccine for information 
on specific vaccine availability near them. 

“Stop & Shop has been proud to support our commu- 
nities throughout the pandemic, most recently by ad- 
ministering the COVID-19 vaccine,’ said Katie Thornell, 
Director of Pharmacy Operations at Stop & Shop. “We 
are excited to begin providing the Pfizer vaccine to our 
customers as young as twelve years of age to help protect 
members of the community against COVID-19° 

Written consent from a parent or guardian is required 
for a trained and trusted Stop & Shop pharmacist to ad- 
minister the Pfizer vaccine to anyone aged 12 to 18. Addi- 
tionally, Stop & Shop will require patients under 16 to be 
accompanied by a parent, legal guardian, or authorized 
representative to be vaccinated. 

In December, Stop & Shop announced a partnership 


with the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services 
(HHS) to be among the first COVID-19 vaccine provid- 
ers, making the shot available to its customers across 
the Northeast. The coronavirus vaccine is being admin- 
istered at no out-of-pocket cost. 

During immunization, customers will be required to 
wear PPE and pharmacists will be equipped with masks, 
gloves, and face shields. The pharmacy team utilizes the 
same thorough disinfection protocols for all patients, 
disinfecting and sanitizing between each patient to en- 
sure the health & safety for all patients. 

Flu, pneumonia, shingles and other immuniza- 
tions are currently available to customers at all Stop & 
Shop Pharmacy locations. To find your nearest Stop & 
Shop pharmacy, visit www.stopandshop.com/pharma- 
cy. For more information on Stop & Shop's rollout of 
the COVID-19 vaccine, visit www.stopandshop.com/ 
covid-vaccine. 


Velis secures $500,000 budget amendment for female veterans 


BOSTON - On Wednesday, May 26, the Massachusetts 
State Senate voted to adopt budget amendment #530 
sponsored by Senator John C. Velis. This amendment 
would provide $500,000 to expand the Women Veterans 
outreach program at the Department of Veteran Services 
and to conduct a study on the changing needs of Women 
Veterans in the Commonwealth. 

“While women have been a crucial part of the US armed 
forces since the Second World War, it was less than a de- 
cade ago that they were finally allowed to serve in combat 
roles, said Senator Velis. “By year 2040, it is estimated that 
Women Veterans will make up nearly 40% of our Veteran 
population in Massachusetts. They are the fastest grow- 
ing demographic of Veterans and we must ensure that our 
Commonwealth is meeting their needs.’ 

The report would study in depth the current housing 
options for women veterans, the quality and availabili- 
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ty of physical, mental, and reproductive healthcare, the 
availability of care for military related sexual trauma, and 
how to improve women Veterans outreach initiatives. The 
study would be due no later than January Ist, 2022 to the 
State Senate. 

Senator Velis, the Senate Chair of the Joint Committee 
on Veterans and Federal Affairs, is a US Army Veteran him- 
self and is still currently a major in the Army Reserves. 

“Tve had the honor of training and serving alongside 
many women in the military. It's no secret that they face 
an entirely different set of challenges than their male coun- 
terparts, stated Senator Velis. “Many of the services that 
our state provides for Veterans were not implemented with 
Women Veterans in mind. Women veterans have different 
medical needs, housing needs, and regrettably often need 
sexual trauma care. ‘This study is the first step to making 
sure they get what they need and that no women Veterans 
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fall between the cracks.’ 

The current Women Veterans outreach program in the 
Department of Veteran services is only a single-person 
position that is funded at $116,243 in the Senates original 
budget. Senator Velis noted that this low funding limits the 
programs ability to reach out and connect with women 
Veterans about benefits and resources available to them 
from the state. 

“Tm proud to say that the armed forces have, as a gen- 
eral trend, have moved to equality between the genders. | 
want to make sure that this trend extends to Veterans who 
return to private non-military life’ said Senator Velis. 

The amendment to the budget was adopted unani- 
mously by the Senate. Now that the Senate budget is com- 
plete, it will go to a conference committee where differenc- 
es with the House's budget will be reconciled. It will then 
go to the Governor's desk for his consideration. 
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Opinion 
(Guest Column 


Should My Wife 
Wait Until Age 70 
to Claim? 


By Russell Gloor 





ear Rusty: ’m74and SOCIAL 
1D, receiving my Social SECURITY 
Security benefits. My MATTERS 
wife is 68, and we are delay- 
ing her benefits until she’s 70. But I read 
an article about a wife receiving half of her 
husband's benefit, which makes me wonder 
if my wife waiting is smart. Please let me 
know your thoughts. Signed: Wondering 
Dear Wondering: Your wife waiting until 
she is 70 to claim her own Social Security re- 
tirement benefit may be a smart move, but 
only if her age 70 benefit will be more than 
the benefit she is already entitled to as your 
spouse. Her benefit as your spouse is 50% of 
the benefit you were entitled to at your full 
retirement age (66). She would get that 50% 
because she has already reached her own 
full retirement age (FRA), but your wife’s 
spousal benefit doesn't grow beyond what 
she's entitled to at her FRA. Her own Social 
Security retirement benefit, however, grows 
by .667% per month until she is 70, at which 
point it reaches maximum (32% more than 
her FRA benefit amount). So, the question 
is, which will be higher: her spouse benefit, 
or her age 70 benefit? If the answer is her 
spousal benefit, then she should claim that 
now. But if the answer is her age 70 benefit, 
waiting until she is 70 makes more sense. 
There is, however, another option which 
would work even better if your wifes own 
benefit at age 70 will be her highest. Since 
you are already collecting, and because 
your wife was born in 1953, she is eligible 
to file a “restricted application for spousal 
benefits only. Doing so would allow her to 
collect her 50% spouse benefit from you 


SECURITY I page 5 


(Guest Column 


AMERICA OPENS UP 


HEY, WERE GETTING 
BACK TO NORMAL.”’ /- 


a 

oy Se 
Zz \\ — a 
; - n : 


\ te ee : 
a=. Ui ae 7 
SE «le: 


r, J = =, — 
ve | = 5 = 

{ re - fe \F . = = 
ail ok = 


“fs 


Pou Fic AL CARTOONS. com 





Letter to the Editor 


F 
eu, 
4 “i 
hy ee, 
ie = 


RAN 





Earmark request could helo fund sewer project 


Dear Editor 

Earmarks are back in Congress through 
“Community Project Funding” Each Congress- 
person can make up to 10 requests, not all will 
be funded. 

Bill Johnson of Ohio made a request for 
“Devola Sanitary Sewer Project, Phase II Devola, 
OH 45750 

Intended Recipient: Washington County 
Board of Commissioners, located at 204 Davis 
Ave, Marietta, OH 45750 

Amount Requested: $7,500,000 

Project Description: The project would be 
a valuable use of taxpayer funding as it will be 
used to eliminate septic tanks and establish a 
county sewer system for more than 500 homes 
in the Devola area’ 

This request shows that Agawam could make 


a similar request for Bradford Drive to help elim- 
inate the failing septic tanks and extend the 
sewer system to Bradford Drive. 

Neal needs to show public support to help 
win funding for the project. With the Public 
Hearing at the Agawam High School and the 
Public hearing in front of the City Council there 
is plenty of public support to show Congress to 
fund Bradford Drive. Along with Citizen Speak 
time from multiple residents, Capital Improve- 
ment Plans that included Bradford Sewers, a In- 
definitely tabled municipal bond, even the May 
20 Agawam Advertiser Article that says Mayor 
Sapelli supports the sewer extension with Fed- 
eral Money as a funding source. 

Great to see there are funding sources to help 
Bradford Drive get sewers. 

William Clark 


Early June spotlights specimen perennials 


he crazy heat we had for near- IN THE successful when divided, and seeds 
ly two weeks straight pushed need to be stratified before being 
a lot of June perennials ahead. GARD EN sown. Then they may take a good year 


Then, the cold rain came and has 
them in a holding pattern. As I write, 
my peonies are budded up and I am 
crossing my fingers that they will 
bloom for my early June birthday. 
Read on to learn about peonies and 
two other plants known as speci- 
men perennials. 

The word “specimen” has its own 
definition in horticultural terms. 
Specimen plants are special, prized for their 
ability to can stand alone in a border or founda- 
tion planting. They dont need to be planted ina 
group of similar or differing plants to look their 
best. Simply put, one is enough! These types of 
plants are also known to be extremely hardy and 
long-lived. Nineteenth century gardeners must 
have certainly been aware of these attributes. 
The patterned beds in the Salem Towne garden 
at Old Sturbridge Village highlight three speci- 
men perennials that bloom in June: Gas plant, 
baptisia and peony. 

Gas plant (Dictamnus albus) is probably the 
least known of the three. Stems are deep green 
and stiff, and even at close to three feet do not 
require staking. White flowers are borne on ter- 
minal spikes and are unique in that two of their 
five petals bend down to show-off stamens that 
curve skyward. The common name for this plant 
comes from the volatile oil that is given off by the 
flowers and in its seed pods, and can theoretical- 
ly be ignited on a calm evening. In fact, William 
Princes catalog of 1831 notes that “this plant ex- 
hales inflammable gas!” I have also learned first 
hand that the seed pod causes “photodermati- 
tis.. Exercise caution when working close to this 
plant or you too may end up with a star shaped 
burn on your skin! 

Gas plant is tough to propagate. It is rarely 
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or more to germinate and another 
couple of years for the plants to get 
to size. 

Baptisia (B. australis), common- 
ly known as false indigo, is another 
specimen that shines in June. The 
plant is reminiscent of lupine and 
suggests a family relation to other le- 
gumes. Gray-green foliage is pretty in 
its own right, until you see the beau- 
tiful deep blue-purple pea-like flower spikes that 
emerge in mid-month. Easily four feet tall and 
three feet wide, one plant is certainly enough 
per grouping. The size of the plant you purchase 
may lead you to think otherwise, though, since 
transplants are usually tiny and take a couple of 
seasons to establish. Site false indigo in full sun 
or partial shade in rich soil. Refrain from mov- 
ing the plant once it reaches full size or its deep 
tap root may be compromised. Blackish seed 
pods are hardly decorative on the plant, but do 
look nice in autumn decorations. 

My favorite specimen of all is saved for dis- 
cussion last: the peony. Perhaps I am biased 
because I grew up with a division of my Babcis 
(Grandmother's) plant in my childhood garden. 
Frilly and bubblegum pink, this flower was al- 
ways cut and put in a vase just in time for my 
birthday! The variety we had was likely ‘Mon- 
sieur Jules Elie’ introduced in 1888, and available 
in nearby New York in 1917. ‘Festiva Maxima is 
the white splashed red flowered variety grown at 
the Towne garden as well as in my home land- 
scape these days, alongside a division of Babcis 
plant. 

Choose a location that receives six or more 
hours of sun a day for your peony. If your soil is 
average, the addition of a balanced fertilizer may 
be all that is necessary at planting. Bear in mind 


that too much nitrogen will encourage lots of 
leaves but few roots and flowers. An established 
peony is drought resistant, but if spring rains 
are scarce, a weekly watering will promote good 
flowers. 

Heavy peony flowers, especially the old-fash- 
ioned types will no doubt bow down to the 
ground in the wind and rain unless staked. I usu- 
ally pick some for the vase in the bud stage in an 
attempt to avoid this task, but nevertheless stak- 
ing makes the plant nice and tidy and should be 
accomplished. Middle weight bamboo stakes 
inserted into the ground on the outer edge of 
the plant cut to three-quarters its height, work 
well. Run two rows of twine or jute at one third 
and two thirds up the bamboo, respectively. Sim- 
ply start by tying a knot on one stake, wrapping 
around the next and tightening as you go. If 
green bamboo and jute are used the staking will 
hardly be visible, especially if you don't tighten 
so much that it looks unnatural. 

One year my peony buds wilted and dried 
up just prior to bloom. The culprit was botrytis. 
Good hygiene can reduce the risk of this fun- 
gus invading your garden. Each fall simply cut 
the stems of herbaceous peonies down to the 
ground. Haul them off to the trash, don't com- 
post. If watering is necessary, do so early in the 
morning and water at the plant’s base rather 
than overhead to keep foliage dry. Any stems 
that show signs of wilting should be cut away 
and thrown in the trash as well. 

Plant specimen perennials in your landscape 
for years of enjoyment. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock- 
bridge School of Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, she has held 
the position of staff horticulturalist at Old Stur- 
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for her? Email it to eken- 
nedy@turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line. 
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COVID-19 testing extended to September 
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Holyoke Community College will continue to be a testing site for COVID-19 through September. 





Department of Children and 
Families seeks volunteers 


REGION - Volunteers are needed from 
Western Massachusetts to help review cas- 
es involving children who are placed in the 
custody of the state. 

The Foster Care Review Unit makes de- 
cisions regarding children who are placed 
in foster care for six months or longer, as- 
sessing how well their needs are being met 
and what progress has been made toward 
establishing them in a permanent living sit- 
uation. A Volunteer from the Community 


is one member of the three-person panels 
that make these decisions. 

Foster Care Reviews typically last 30 to 
90 minutes and are being conducted re- 
motely during the pandemic. Volunteers 
need to be 18 years or older and must 
participate in pre-service training that is 
currently being conducted remotely. For 
an application and further information, 
please contact Lashanda Stone at Lashan- 
da.Stone@Mass.Gov. 





Free lunch for veterans begins June 1 


AGAWAM - A free lunch for veterans 
(plus one guest) will be served on a month- 
ly basis beginning Tuesday, June 1 from 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at St. David's Epis- 
copal Church, 699 Springfield St, Feeding 
Hills. Future luncheons will be held on the 
first Tuesday of every month (same loca- 
tion and time). 

The Agawam Lions Club is pleased to 
partner with the Building Bridges Veterans 
Initiative, a program of the Episcopal Dio- 
cese of Western Massachusetts, to provide 


these meals. Building Bridges luncheons 
are offered on a monthly basis in other 
local communities as well. For more in- 
formation, please visit https://www.build- 
ingbridgeswma.com. Please help us spread 
the word to veterans, families, and friends 
in our community. It is our pleasure to 
serve you! 

For more information on the Agawam 
Lions Club and our upcoming community 
events and service projects, please visit us 
on Facebook or at www.agawamilions.org. 





SECURITY 1§ from page 4 


now, while still allowing her own Social 
Security retirement benefit to grow to 
maximum at age 70. That would give your 
wife half of your FRA benefit amount each 
month, while she simultaneously maxi- 
mizes her own Social Security retirement 
benefit. Then at age 70, when her personal 
benefit reaches maximum, she can switch 
to her own higher benefit. I suggest that 
your wife get a Statement of Estimated 
Benefits from Social Security to determine 
if her age 70 benefit will be higher than 
her spouse benefit. If so, she can file the 
“restricted application for spouse benefits 
only” and then simply wait until she is 70 
to switch from her spouse benefit to her 
own higher benefit (32% more than her 
FRA amount). 

Note that this “restricted application 
for spouse benefits only” option is no lon- 
ger available to anyone born after January 
1, 1954, but is still available to your wife 
because she was born before that. Unless 
her spousal benefit will be her highest, I 
suggest that your wife file the “restrict- 
ed application for spouse benefits only” 
which will give her 50% of your FRA 


benefit amount (including COLA award- 
ed since then). She should also ask for 6 
months retroactive spouse benefits since 
she was eligible to do this at her FRA. 

The easiest way for your wife to get her 
Statement of Estimated Benefits is by us- 
ing her personal “My Social Security” on- 
line account. If she doesn't yet have an on- 
line account with Social Security, it is easy 
to create one at www.ssa.gov/myaccount. 
She will need that account anyway to ap- 
ply for her benefits online, which is by far 
the most efficient way to apply. 

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent le- 
gal or financial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundations staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Security Associa- 
tion. NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and 
its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security Administration or 
any other governmental entity. To submit 
a question, visit our website (amacfoun- 
dation.org/programs/social-security-ad- 
visory) or email us at ssadvisor@amac- 
foundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 
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HOLYOKE — Free “Stop the Spread” 
COVID-19 testing at Holyoke Community 
College has been extended through Sep- 
tember, according to the Holyoke Board of 
Health. 

Drive-through testing at HCC is con- 
ducted six days a week in parking lot H 
near the western entrance to the Donahue 
Building on the college's main campus, 303 
Homestead Ave. 

However, effective June 1, testing will 
move to Parking Lot M by the Bartley Cen- 
ter for Athletics & Recreation on the oppo- 
site side of campus. 

Wait times for tests are not nearly as 
long as they used to be, according to site 
administrators, with only a handful of vehi- 
cles lined up at the busiest times. 

HCC has been serving as a “Stop the 
Spread” drive-through testing site since 
last Auguest to help reduce the spread of 
COVID-19. 





Drivers are asked to enter the campus 
from Homestead Avenue, turn left onto the 
Campus Road and proceed to parking lot 
H (or to parking lot M after June 1). There 
are signs and parking attendants on site to 
help guide traffic. 

The HCC testing site is open Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 7 
a.m. to 11 a.m.; and Tuesday and Thursday 
from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Testing is free to all Massachusetts resi- 
dents and conducted on a first-come, first- 
serve basis. There are no appointments and 
no referral is necessary. Turnaround time 
for results is typically four days or fewer. 

Testing may sometimes be cancelled 
due to inclement weather. Be sure to visit 
the Holyoke Board of Health website for 
up-to-date information on cancellations: 
https://www.holyoke.org/departments/ 
board-of-health. 
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59. Adieus 20. Construction site 
machine 

CLUES DOWN 24.22 

1. Type of moth 26. Tracts at the 

2. A Christian sacra- mouths of rivers 
ment 28. Earnings 

3. ltlends books to —30. Insect repellent 
Bostonians (abbr.) 32. Runner-up 

4. Turn away 34. Musician 

9. Impersonal 35. serious or urgent 

6. Shortly 37. Esteemed one 
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meaning esses 
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10. Put in harmony 
11. Administrative 


45. Missing soldiers 
47. Minute 


divisions 49. This (Spanish) 
12. As happily 00. Maintain posses- 
14. Horse mackerel sion of 
15. Muddy or boggy 51. Assault with a 
ground knife 
18. Monetary unitof 55. Holiday text mes- 
Italy sage greeting 
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Final Applause Series performance features GOZA 


AGAWAM - The Agawam Cultural Council’s popu- 
lar Applause Series — presented virtually for the entire 
seventeenth season due to the coronavirus pandem- 
ic, will conclude on June 4 with a program of exciting 
Latin music and dance rhythms by GOZA (Spanish for 
joy). The concert, originally recorded on April 5, 2019, 
will be broadcast on the Town of Agawam’s public ac- 
cess channel (Agawam TV15) at 7 p.m. and streamed 
from the “Watch” button on www.agawammedia.tv for 
those residing outside of Agawam. This performance is 
also being shown on the Town of Southwick’s TV15 at 7 
p.m. and streamed from the “Watch Channel 15” button 
on www.southwickma.org/channel-15-public-access. 
Those who wish to watch on a smart device at a differ- 
ent time should email r.kadis@comcast.net for a link for 
the performance. 

GOZA is an engaging Latin/Latin Jazz musical en- 
semble comprised of Connecticut's most seasoned and 
versatile musicians who perform exciting music and 
dance rhythms from Latin America, Brazil and Spain 
with guitar, violin, horns, Latin percussion and beau- 
tiful, romantic vocals. GOZA rhythms include: sam- 
ba, rumba, cha-cha, salsa, cumbia, flamenco, tango, 
and bolero, and numbers by Jobim, Tito Puente, Gipsy 
Kings, Buena Vista, Rollins and Dizzy, as well as origi- 
nal compositions. GOZA is made up of: Dave Giardina, 
guitarist and director; Karina Hernandez, violin/vocals; 
Brian Wallace, trumpet/flugelhorn; and Asher Delerme, 
percussion. Giardina has studied jazz, classical and fla- 
menco guitar in the United States and Spain with mas- 
ters such as Sal Salvador, Paco Pena, Manuel Barrueco, 
Sharon Isbin and Joe Beck. Hernandez is a native of 
Mexico City, where, at age eight, she began violin stud- 
ies and voice and music theory lessons at the presti- 
gious Escuela Nacional de Musica de la UNAM. Current- 
ly a music teacher in Tampa, Florida, she comes north 


Criminal Defense 


TRIAL ATTORNEY 
ATTY ANTHONY C. 
BONAVITA 


413-537-4168 


1380 Main St., Suite 410 
Springfield, MA 

Se Habla Espanol 
Pregunta por Marisol 


Tid. 






Family Owned 


18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 
Pine e Spruce ¢ Hemlock e Cedar e Red, Black & Brown 
Seasoned Firewood [Ei facebook. 


Now CARRYING DECORATIVE STONE 


We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 


413-569-2400 | 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA | 860-654-1975 


Playground e Forest Blend ¢ Topsoil « 


USDA 


BUY DIRECT AND SAVE $$$ 


USDA INSP. FRESH 
$7 69 69 


ASSORTED 
PORK LOIN CHOPS...... 

PORK LOIN 

CUTLETS isms’? Wi 


PORK SHOULDER 
PICNIC sessisssimmmunene > Boe 


NATURAL SMOKED HAM Re 
is 


CUT 
FREE 


USDA INSP STORE MADE ITALIAN MARINATED 


BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST..... 299 


USDA INSP STORE MADE TERIYAK! MARINATED 
BEEF BLADE STEAKS......s+s:002° A ob 


USDA INSP FROZEN MARINATED 


PORK TENDERLOIN ......2sss0000° 15 


SALE DATES: 
6/3/21 - 6/9/21 


INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF 
STRIPLOIN 


71? 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF TOP SIRLOIN 
STEAKS 


$6588 


USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY 


80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 


$32 7LB 


often to play with Goza. Wallace was a member Massa- 
chusetts Northeast District Jazz Band under the direc- 
tion of Jazz legend Hugh Pomeroy and has performed at 
the Montreal Jazz Fest. Delerme is one of Connecticut's 
most versatile and accomplished percussionists, and 
has performed with jazz luminaries Hilton Ruiz, Paqui- 
to De Rivera, Dr. Billy Taylor, Jay Hoggard, Foday Musa 
Suso, Marion Meadows as well as the great Pete Seeger. 

Production sponsors for GOZA are the Grandfield 
Family and People’s United Bank. The Agawam Cultural 
Council also thanks the Agawam Special Police, Elaine 
Carlson, Hampden County Sheriff Nick Cocchi, OMG, 
Inc., and the Southwick Cultural Council for their gen- 
erous support as Applause Series season sponsors. 

In lieu of the free will donations the Agawam Cul- 
tural Council (ACC) normally accepts at the conclusion 
of all its events, (which support fully 40% of the cost of 
each performance), the council asks viewers to consid- 
er making a properly “socially distanced” donation to 
support efforts to “Give Back to the Community’ by vis- 
iting the ACC web site www.agawamcc.org and clicking 
on the green “Donate” button. A check in any amount, 
payable to the Agawam Cultural Council, may also be 
sent to: Agawam Cultural Council, Town Hall, 36 Main 
Street, Agawam MA 01001. 

For more information on the activities and virtual 
offerings of the Agawam Cultural Council during this 
time of social distancing, please visit their web site, 
www.agawamcc.org. The Agawam Cultural Council is 
an all-volunteer local partner of the Massachusetts Cul- 
tural Council, a state agency, and is funded, in part, by 
the MCC. The ACC is charged with bringing engaging, 
entertaining, and educational events and opportunities 
in the arts, humanities, and sciences, to children and 
adults from Agawam and the surrounding communi- 
ties. 
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The finale of the seventeenth season of the Agawam Cultural Coun- 
cil’s popular Applause Series will be a performance of the Latin Jazz 
Ensemble GOZA, to be broadcast on the Towns of Agawam’s and 
Southwick’s public access channels and streamed at 7 p.m. on June 
4, Clockwise from top left: Karina Hernandez (violins/vocals); Asher 
Delerme (percussion) Brian Wallace (trumpet/flugelhorn); and Dave 
Giardina (guitarist/ director) 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS PHOTOS 
Have you taken photos at a local sports event and 
want to see them published in this paper? 

Email your image(s) with description to: 
sports@turley.com 









Go Ductless! .. 


AA 
Let us design a system wa 
that works for your - 
environment. 
for your home 
or office? 
AC Tune-Ups & New Installations 


STATE LINE 


Looking for an 
AC solution 


BUDGET 
Cabinet 


KITCHENS 


Quality Products at Affordable Prices 


300 Main St., Agawam, MA 789-2074 


OPEN: Tues., Wed., Sat. 9am-5pm 
Thurs., Fri. 9am-8pm; CLOSED SUN. & MON. 


feos. budgetcabinetsales.com 


Krafi&Maid 


KITCHENS FOR THE REAL LIVINS ROOM 


June 83,2021 1 AGAWAMADVERTISERNEWS I Page7 


© @turleysports ) = Bdacebook.com/turleysports 





















Brownies 
fall on 
the road 


EAST LONGMEADOW - 
In a back-and-forth contest, 
Agawam fell 10-8 at East 
Longmeadow last ‘Thurs- 
day night. Oscar Wolfe led 
Agawams_ scoring with 
four goals and four assists. 
Aidan McKay had three 
goals and Jacob Napolitan 
added a single goal in the 
defeat. Agawam is 0-6. 


PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELL| 


Far left, Cameron Cofer circles 
the East Longmeadow goal after 
bringing the ball back into play. 
Left, Goalie Brandon Prior looks 
around to send the ball away. 


a ra 


SES hinea 
“lta 


Colin Malecki shuffles to his left to avoid the Spartan defense. Jack Conway winds up for a pass. Kaden Grover watches his pass head for a teammate. 


Mutiny pick 
up first win 


LUDLOW - On May 22, the Mu- 
tiny won its first game of the sea- 
son with the help of a lot of offense. 
The Mutiny defeated Connecticut 
Rush 6-1. Alexis Legowski, of South 
Hadley, and Lily Fabian, of Monson, 
had goals. Hope Santaniello, of Aga- 
wam, provided an assist in the win. 











PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


From left to right, Hope Santaniello, 
of Agawam, looks to deke around an 
Opponent. Lauren Berman, of South 
Hadley, possesses the ball. Lily Fabian, 
of Monson, goes for the header. Charlotte 
Maurer passes the ball away. 





Page8 I 


June 3, 2021 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS I 





WOBURN - The Bay State Games are 
pleased to announce that after the cancel- 
lation of all 2020 Summer Games events 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, plans 
are well underway to hold over two dozen 
sports at the 39th annual Games this Sum- 
mer. 

“The last live Bay State Games event 
was held on March 1, 2020,’ said Bay State 
Games Executive Director, Kevin Cum- 
mings. “For the past several months we 
have been monitoring state protocols 
and working with our venue partners 
with hope that we could host events this 
summer. The recent updates by the EEA 
regarding youth and adult amateur sport 
activities will allow us to proceed with 
many of our events. We are excited to be 


able to provide opportunities for athletes 
who have waited, in some cases for over a 
year, to participate in the sports they love. 

While many events will proceed, the 
athlete experience and format may be 
different in 2021 as policies will be imple- 
mented to ensure the safety of all athletes, 
coaches, officials, and spectators. “We 
are working with event organizers, sport 
governing bodies, individual venues, local 
boards of health, and the Bay State Games 
medical team to develop safety protocols 
for each event, said Cummings. Protocols 
for each sport will be available on the Bay 
State Games website. 

The first live event to return will be 
Figure Skating on June 12 at the Nashoba 
Valley Olympia Rink in Boxborough. Nor- 


Bay State Summer Games returning this year 


mally held in the Winter Games in the 
Berkshires, this event was postponed due 
to COVID-19. Over 340 skaters will partici- 
pate under strict mask and social distanc- 
ing guidelines. Showcase sport tryouts 
in baseball, basketball, field hockey, ice 
hockey, lacrosse, soccer, softball, and vol- 
leyball will take place at statewide venues 
throughout the month of June with com- 
petitions held in July. After the cancella- 
tion of the 2020 Summer Games, Bay State 
Games has also adjusted the eligibility re- 
quirements to allow graduating seniors to 
compete in the showcase sports. In order 
to be eligible, the senior must have either 
already competed in Bay State Games in 
the past or have been registered for the 
2020 Summer Games prior to its cancella- 


Sign up for Quabbin Valley Baseball 


REGION - The Quabbin Valley Base- 
ball League is an age 28-and-over league 
which plays its games Sundays at 10 a.m. 
beginning in late April and concluding in 
late August. It is a six-team league and a 
15-game schedule with all teams getting 
at least one playoff game at the end of Au- 
gust. 

The league is seeking new players to 
join in the fun. The cost to play in 2021 is 
$192.50 and registration can be found at 


www.quabbinvalleybaseball.org. Games 
are mostly being played this year in 
Easthampton and South Hadley. Players 
who wish to pitch in the league must be 
30-years-old. 

Sign-ups will continue to be open as the 
league still has open roster spots for new 
players. Players who sign up in the first few 
weeks of the season should be able to be 
placed with a team. 

The league'’s first games are scheduled 


for Sunday, April 25. For the 2021 season, 
there is a mask-wearing rule, as well as 
modifications that prohibit any type of 
spitting or close contact, and players are 
required to take out all trash they bring in 
with them. The league allows the use of BB- 
COR-certified -3 bats as well as wood bats. 
Games are nine innings and all players who 
participate get to hit and play the field. For 
more information or to contact someone 
from the league, go to the leagues website. 





Falmouth Road Race to resume, event set for Aug. 15 


FALMOUTH - Falmouth Road Race, 
Inc., organizers of the 49th Annual ASICS 
Falmouth Road Race, one of Americas 
premier running events of the summer 
season, today announced that it will host 
a field of 8,000 in-person runners for its 
upcoming event on Sunday, Aug. 15. 

Those who registered during the initial 
registration window and selected, “If giv- 
en the chance, I would like to run in Fal- 
mouth’ will be guaranteed a place within 
the limited in-person field. Runners who 
have not yet registered but are looking to 
secure a guaranteed in-person spot in this 
years event can do so by registering to run 
on behalf of a charity. A comprehensive list 
of 164 charitable organizations is available 
by visiting www.falmouthroadrace.com/ 
charity-program. For more information 


on general registration, please visit www. 
falmouthroadrace.com. 

“On the heels of Governor Charlie Bak- 
ers announcement lifting all coronavirus 
restrictions in Massachusetts effective 
May 29, and after close consultation with 
the Town of Falmouth, public safety offi- 
cials, our medical team, and our partners, 
we are excited to announce a field of 8,000 
in-person runners for the 49th ASICS 
Falmouth Road Race, said Scott Ghelfi, 
president of the Falmouth Road Race, Inc. 
Board of Directors. “We are excited to wel- 
come athletes back to Falmouth for this 
summer tradition and we look forward to 
welcoming a full field for our 50th running 
next August.’ 

Aside from the newly announced 
in-person portion, the 49th ASICS Fal- 


mouth Road Race will still feature a vir- 
tual SBLI Kids At-Home Challenge and 
the races At-Home Edition, where par- 
ticipants will lace up their running shoes 
and go seven miles in their own neighbor- 
hoods between Aug. 7 to 14. 

For nearly 50 years, Falmouth Road 
Race, Inc. has promoted health, wellness 
and pride in the community. In these un- 
precedented and uncertain times, the or- 
ganization is striving to be consistent in 
its mission, continuing to provide its ded- 
icated athletes, enthusiasts, and the com- 
munity with an event to be proud of and 
one that supports people in need. 

For more information, or to register, 
visit www.falmouthroadrace.com. Follow 
us on Facebook or at @falmouthroadrace 
on Instagram. 





tion. All showcase sports, except baseball, 
may qualify for the team using this eligibil- 
ity requirement. 

Many individual sports are also con- 
firmed with events in archery, pickleball, 
shooting sports, weightlifting, and others. 

Plans are currently underway to con- 
firm venues for additional sports includ- 
ing swimming, track & field, badminton, 
footgolf, fencing, and others. Discussions 
continue regarding high-risk sports, such 
as rugby, wrestling, and judo. A decision on 
these events should be made shortly. 

For more information on all sports 
in the 2021 Summer Games and links to 
online registration, go to www.baystate- 
games.org. For questions email info@bay- 
stategames.org or call 781-932-6555. 


Pioneers announce 
2021 tryouts for 
all youth teams 


LUDLOW - ‘The Western United Pio- 
neers organization has announced the 
2021 tryouts. WUP FC is excited to hold 
2021-2022 season tryouts. Tryouts are for 
boys and girls of all age groups (2016 - 2003 
birth years). 

For players born from 2014 - 2017, we 
welcome you to come visit our open house 
to sign up for the Developmental Academy 
Program (2014-2016) and the First Kick 
Program (no need to try out for 2017). This 
registration session will allow you to com- 
plete contact information, and sign up for 
participation. Please read through each 
page carefully to ensure that all informa- 
tion is provided accurately. Each player 
should bring water, a ball, shin guards, 
and wear a white or grey shirt. Go to www. 
westernunitedpioneers.sportngin.com to 
look for registration information and the 
full tryout schedule. 








Quabbin league action 





PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


The Quabbin Valley Over-28 Baseball League has gotten underway with the season beginning in early May. The league was shut down for the 2020 season due to the pandemic. Last Sunday, one of the games saw the 
Cardinals defeating the Braves 18-3. The league features six teams playing Sunday morning games each week. Left to right, The Braves’ Dave Warner makes a throw to first. Cardinals pitcher Gary Paradise delivers a 
pitch. Braves pitcher Cam McCorison snaps off a curveball. Anthony Maspo fields a grounder. 
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Graduation set for this week, summer program approved 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


AGAWAM - Life returning to normal 
was akey theme of the most recent Agawam 
School Committee meeting as Superinten- 
dent Sheila Hoffman shared that numerous 
events will be happening, including the 
events leading up to Agawam High School 
graduation. 

The Senior awards will be held Thursday, 
June 3 at 7 p.m. in the high school auditori- 
um. This will also be live streamed to Chan- 
nel 15 for friends and family to watch at 
home. For those who want to check out the 
full School Committee meeting and con- 
nect for the Senior Awards night can visit 
http://agawamvod.cablecast.tv. 

High school graduation is set for Satur- 
day, June 5, with a rain date of June 6. The 
committee would also vote on a number of 
other measures in the meeting. 

The committee also discussed and vot- 
ed on eliminating the 55 minimum course 
grade currently needed for students to be 
eligible for summer school instruction. 

This was passed unanimously and Hoff- 
man says the summer program would look 
different this year. 

“With the pandemic we know we could 
reach more people if we didnt have such a 
small margin of a grade, Hoffman said. “So 
were hoping to do that this year, and itd be 
for this year only. 

Summer School Director Dominic Cos- 


tanzi attended the meeting to give an up- 
date of the summer program. 

There will be a kindergarten through 
sixth grade summer program to help even 
more students. Costanzi said the seventh 
through 12th grade program will be run- 
ning as usual at the Agawam High School. It 
will run from July 26 to August 5 on Monday 
through Thursday. 

There will be 20 sessions with two ses- 
sions per day. ‘The first session will go from 
8:30 a.m. to 10:15 a.m., and the second ses- 
sion from 10:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

The program will be free of charge to all 
Agawam Junior High and High School stu- 
dents in need of attending to recover cred- 
its. 

The kindergarten through sixth grade 
program will be ran parallel to the seventh 
through 12th grade program, with two ses- 
sions a day during the same timeframe, held 
at Robinson Park Elementary School. For 
both programs transportation was a popu- 
lar question, Costanzi said transportation 
will be provided by families rather and a bus 
system. “I guess I'm very proud to say that 
this program is hopefully going to be the 
first step in the proactive direction of tart- 
ing to address what's happened to our stu- 
dents over the last year and a half? Costanzi 
said. “Our hope is that by giving students 
some classroom exposure in the middle of 
the summer will kind of dampen or soften 
the summer slide that they will experience. 

As for students and staff, there will be a 


process for when people decline the sum- 
mer school program, mean teachers will 
find another students to fill the open spot. 
There will be 10 students of each grade level 
from each elementary school, 40 students 
from fifth and sixth grade at Doering, and a 
total of 280 students in grades kindergarten 
through sixth. Staffing includes Costanzi 
and his two newly hired Assistant Coordi- 
nators Vanessa Violette and Amanda Foley. 
There will also be two teachers of each grade 
level in the K through 6th program, equal- 
ing in 14 teachers with the hopes of hiring 
two kindergarten paraprofessionals and 
two floating Paraprofessionals. The budget 
of $47,000 will come from the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Emergency Relief 
Funds. 

While the schools have some test re- 
sult data to help find students who would 
benefit from summer school, Costanzi said 
they re finding students based on classroom 
teacher recommendations, school coach 
recommendations, and recommendations 
from schools IST team. One school com- 
mittee member inquired on how social and 
emotional learning will be added to the kin- 
dergarten through sixth grade program; to 
which Costanzi said he’s grateful to some 
school coaches for their help in finding ap- 
propriate curriculum for the kindergarten 
through sixth grade program. 

The curriculum is focused on big ideas 
and engaging students. Costanzi and his 
team spoke about holding the classes as 


Westfield State University to offer SAT Online 
Summer Institute for high school students 


WESTFIELD —Westfield State Univer- 
sity will offer multiple sessions of its SAT 
Online Summer Institute for high school 
students, starting June 14. 

In partnership with Educational Test- 
ing Consultants Inc., the SAT Online 
Summer Institute provides 20 hours of 
live, online instruction offered in multi- 
ple formats, including a condensed two- 


week session. Multiple sessions will be 
held, making it convenient for students 
to choose the time and format that works 
best for them to study and develop the es- 
sential test-taking skills needed to do well 
on the exam. Students receive an in-depth 
review of the exam content, strategies for 
improving their scores, and a comprehen- 
sive study plan. 


The cost of the SAT Online Summer 
Institute is $499, which includes all books 
and materials as well as access to online 
resources through the end of the year. For 
more information, contact Brandon Fre- 
dette at bfredette@westfield.ma.edu or 
413-572-8033. To register online for any 
of the available sessions, visit www.west- 
field.ma.edu/testprep. 


Please Remember To Recycle This Newspaper 


close to summer camps as possible, there 
will be SEL practices mixed into the curric- 
ulum and there will be smaller class sizes 
with only 10 students in each session. 

“We found a curriculum that’s engaging, 
its a curriculum that theyre going to be 
able to do well with, Costanzi said. “Were 
not going to be able to catch everybody up 
to grade level in eight days, but if we can 
give students academic confidence in those 
eight days in the middle of the summer and 
get them to a better social and emotional 
place where they're able to access academ- 
ic when they enter the building in the fall, 
that’s really the goal with the K-6 program. 

The kindergarten through sixth grade 
program will be using Scholastic Lit Camp 
kits that will help to engage students while 
they learn, they'll be purchasing two kits for 
each grade level as these kits will help with 
the ELA piece of the program. ‘They will be 
getting a book called Mindset Mathematics 
for the other part of the curriculum. Both 
the kits and the mathematic book was cho- 
sen to be used during the academic year as 
well so it’s not forgotten in a closet until it’s 
eventually recycled. 

“Thank you for supporting our students. 
Hopefully summer school can be the first 
step in our way out of this COVID school 
year that weve had, Costanzi said. For 
more information on the Summer School 
programs, people can visit the Agawam me- 
dia website or they can call their students 
school to inquire more. 


Dion graduates 
from Holy Cross 


WORCESTER - Mollie Dion of Feeding 
Hills received a bachelor of arts degree 
from College of the Holy Cross. 

Dion is among 748 bachelor of arts de- 
gree candidates Holy Cross celebrated at 
its 175th Commencement held in person 
on Friday, May 21 on the College's Fitton 
Field. 

Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield, 
a career diplomat and Representative of 
the United States of America to the United 
Nations, delivered this year’s address vir- 
tually to the Class of 2021 and received an 
honorary degree. 


Holyoke Community College Commencement set for Saturday, June 5 


HOLYOKE — Holyoke Community Col- 
lege will celebrate the classes of 2020 and 
2021 on Saturday, June 5, with a virtual 
Commencement ceremony starting at 10 
a.m. 

This live-streamed event will be acces- 
sible through the HCC website - hcc.edu - 
and the college's social media channels. 

The ceremony will feature introductory 
and concluding remarks from President 
Christina Royal and Robert Gilbert, chair of 
the HCC Board of Trustees. 

Keynote speeches will be delivered by 
two members of the HCC faculty: Raul 
Gutiérrez, of Holyoke, associate professor 


of Spanish and recipient of the 2021 Elaine 
Marieb Faculty Chair for Teaching Excel- 
lence; and Vanessa Martinez, of Holyoke, 
professor of Anthropology and recipient of 
the 2020 Elaine Marieb Faculty Chair for 
Teaching Excellence. 

The student address will be given by 
graduating HCC student Tugce Kuruca ‘21, 
of Chicopee. 

The event will include musical perfor- 
mances by Christian Santiago of Holyoke, 
from the Class of 2020, playing the cuatro (a 
four-string Latin American guitar); gradu- 
ating music major Chan Collins ’21, playing 
the cello; and the HCC College Chorale. 


The virtual event will feature a virtual 
procession of graduates from the classes 
of 2020 and 2021 and a collection of photos 
and short congratulatory videos from facul- 
ty and staff. 

The Elaine Marieb Faculty Chair for 
Teaching Excellence was endowed by the 
late HCC professor emeritus Elaine Marieb 
‘80. Each year, one full-time member of the 
faculty is recognized with the award for out- 
standing classroom teaching. Award recipi- 
ents serve for one year and receive a small 
stipend for professional development and 
also give the keynote graduation speech. 

Because of the pandemic, HCC did not 


Homework House announces summer program for children 


HOLYOKE - It’s once again time for 
summer fun and learning at Homework 
Houses Summer Readers and Leaders Pro- 
sram. ‘This years program will begin on 
Tuesday, July 6, and will end on Friday, Aug. 
6. The program will run each week Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. It 
is open to all children who will be entering 
2nd-5th grades and is free to all who attend. 
Breakfast and lunch are included. 

Summer Readers and Leaders will take 
place at Homework House, 340 Chestnut 
Street in Holyoke. Over the five weeks, the 
program will focus on helping young read- 
ers develop and improve their basic litera- 
cy skills in small groups with credentialed 
reading teachers. Children will be guided 


in group and individualized literacy activi- 
ties every morning. Afternoons will be filled 
with fun summer activities, indoors and 
outdoors such as arts & crafts, cooperation 
games, board games, and computer time. 
Weekly trips to the library and field trips 
will round out the summer. 

Homework House will also offer a new 
middle school program for those going 
into Grade 6th - 8th. Children will be wel- 
comed to an engaging literacy routine in 
the morning, and then academic and career 
readiness activities in the afternoon which 
will include exploratory college and career 
preparation as well as virtual meetings with 
college students. This program will be of- 
fered at Homework Houses site at 485 Ap- 


pleton Street, Holyoke. 


Both programs include breakfast, lunch, 
and a snack - critically important at a time 


when many of the children would otherwise 


go hungry. 

Homework House serves children, ages 
6 to 12, from the Holyoke Public Schools. 
Since its beginning, it has offered free tutor- 
ing and mentoring. Today, it offers services 
from three different locations in Holyoke. 
Tutors, many of who are volunteers from lo- 
cal colleges and the community, provide in- 
dividualized instruction to strengthen chil- 
dren's educational learning and retention. 

To register for the program or for more 
info, please call 413-887-2012 or email HH- 
staff@HomeworkHouseHolyoke.org. 


have a Commencement ceremony in 2020, 
so Prof. Martinez, the 2020 Marieb Award 
winner, was invited to give her speech this 
year. 

In addition to their classroom teach- 
ing responsibilities, Gutiérrez is chair of 
the HCC Foreign Languages program and 
co-founder and coordinator of HCC’s Lat- 
inx Studies program, while Martinez is co- 
ordinator of the HCC Honors Program. 

Detailed information about Commence- 
ment can be found at hcc.edu/commence- 
ment 

The ceremony will be closed captioned 
and ASL interpreted. 


HCC offering free 
summer STEM classes 


HOLYOKE — The STEM Starter Acad- 
emy at Holyoke Community College is 
offering free courses this summer for stu- 
dents interested in pursuing STEM ma- 
jors at HCC or careers in the STEM field. 

“STEM Explorations, a four-credit 
lab science class, will run July 6 to Aug. 5 
on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., with an addi- 
tional lab on either Thursdays or Fridays 
from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The class is open to currently enrolled 
and incoming HCC students, dual en- 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! 
Comics, Comic Artwork, 
Vintage Toys, Pulps, Mags! 
50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff 413-529-0326 
gary@gdcomics.com 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


AB Hauling and 





— Removal Service 
6 ee *4 


2Q***exex* A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 


Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 


ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 


ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 


driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 


experience. References. Lic #086220. 


Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 










CS a Ss 
RING Gis 
WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


~ 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 


for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


Find archives of this 
local newspaper at 


WWw.newspapers.turley.com 
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Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
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Name: a Phone; First ZONE base price ener one 
Address) Addasecond ZONE __*10.00 
LOW a ee State: Zips Adda third ZONE $5.00 — (et 
NumberofWeeks. Xperweekrate=$ Subtotal = 
Credit Card: L1 MasterCard LIVISA Discover LY Cash Li Check# xNumberofWeeks 
Cad# Exp Date CW TOTALEnclosed 
Amountofcharge: Date; 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


J.S. RAGONA LANDSCAPING 
Services: mowing- mulching- planting 
small shrub & tree trimming/ removal 
brush hauling- Spring/ Fall clean-ups. 
(413)786-6184 


S&S LANDSCAPING LLC 
Residential and Commercial 
Yard clean-ups, lawn mowing, lawn 
repair and seeding, mulch, stone, 
hedge trimming, planting 
Free estimates, Fully insured 
You'll like us mower 
(413) 374-4091 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garages 
cleaned. Light moving. POOLS RE- 
MOVED. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


TUNE-UPS 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 
Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 
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STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


CASH FOR 
JUNK 





AND REPAIRABLE 


CAR 


FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 


oy. Ee] asa) 
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RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm. 
net 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


ASSESSORS CLERK AND/OR 
ASSISTANT ASSESSOR _ The 
Town of Granby is seeking qualified 
applicants for the position of Assessors 
Clerk (AC) and/or Assistant Assessor 
(AA) for a full-time position (30 hours). 
Preferred candidates must possess 
(AC)a high school diploma and one 
year of office administration and/or 
record keeping experience; experience 
in a municipal setting and in dealing 
with the public strongly preferred; or an 
equivalent combination of education 
and experience. (AA) Demonstrates 
experience and/or schooling required. 
Certified or certifiable as Mass Accred- 
ited Assessor. Knowledge of Mass. 
Principals of real and personal prop- 
erty values. Must enjoy interacting with 
the public, real estate agents and oth- 
er town offices. Job descriptions and 
applications are available at the Town 
of Granby Selectboard Office 10-B 
W State St Granby MA 01033 or by 
calling 413-467-7177. Applications will 
be accepted until the position is filled. 
Salary depends on qualifications and 
experience. Please submit cover letter 
and resume to: Town of Granby Board 
of Assessors C/O Board of Selectmen 
10-B West State St., MA 01033. 


EXPERIENCED MATH TUTOR 
(Middle/High School) available for 
weekly, in person meeting. All levels 
including Autism, to Honors $25/hr. 
Call Ed (413)348-9335 


WELL ESTABLISHED WESTERN 
MA GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
seeking highly motivated hands-on Su- 
pervisor to oversee filed personnel and 
subcontractors on various commercial 
projects. Construction Supervisor’s Li- 
cense, OSHA 30 & Hydraulics License 
Preferred. Salary is commensurate 
with experience. Email resume to 


pjc@abuilders.com 





COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS 


INDUSTRIAL ZONED LARGE 
WAREHOUSE available, plus 500 


sq.ft. out building, large garage bay 


and front office area. Breckenridge St., 
Palmer (413)231-3131 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 








FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.’ We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


LUDLOW 181 STATE ST. 2 BR 


apt., stove & fridge. No Pets, W/D 
hook-up $900/ Mo. First, Last & Secu- 
rity (413)315-0368 


CLASSIFIED DEADLINES Quabbin & Suburban Friday at Noon e Hilltowns Monday at Noon 


BUDGET 1& from page 1 


questioned the need for an additional po- 
lice lieutenant in the next fiscal year. 

“We did not have a lieutenant on the 
third shift,” said Sapelli. “It’s my belief we 
should have a lieutenant on every shift. 

Sapelli also said there are currently 
eight openings in the police department. 
He is planning to fill the vacancies, but it 
will take several months before the officers 
make it on the streets. 

Councilor Gerry Smith brought up an 
issue about the baseball and softball dia- 
monds. He said an outdoor restroom facil- 
ity is needed. Restrooms are located at the 
artificial turf field, but it is far away from 
the varsity baseball and softball diamonds. 

Sapelli discussed the stormwater issue. 


With federal guidelines for stormwater 
management, more money is being spent 
in that department. 

“We have to sweep streets twice a year, 
said Sapelli. “We have to clean catch basins 
once a year. We have to label catch basins.’ 

He said the town is holding its own in 
order to not have to charge residents a 
stormwater fee. 

“We have millions of dollars in storm- 
water issues, said Sapelli. 

Residents interested in participating in 
the public hearing should be go to www. 
agawam.ma.us to get information about 
calling into the public hearing. While 
in-person public meetings will be in place 
by July, the town has not announced plans 
for the city council meeting to be open to 
the public as of press time. 


Public Notices 


covered. 


options at HCC. 





STEM ft from page 9 


rolled high school students and adults 
interested in learning more about STEM. 
There are no prerequisites to apply for 
admission and 100 percent of costs are 


The course will meet online in real 
time. Lab kits and course materials are 
included and will be sent to students 
homes. Supplemental instructors and 
peer mentors will be available for tutor- 
ing and to advise students about STEM 


“This is an excellent opportunity to get 
four free college credits while learning 





VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





about science, technology, engineering 


and math; said Melissa Paciulli, HCC 


STEM Starter Academy director. “STEM 
Explorations is always a fun, engaging 
and exciting class.’ 

In addition, HCC is also offering a free 


Calculus 1 class this summer for currently 


ment test. 


enrolled STEM majors and students who 
score high enough on the college place- 


This four-credit online course runs 
June 7 — July 8. 
To apply for free summer STEM class- 


es, please visit: hcc.edu/stemstarter 


For more information, please contact 
Melissa Paciulli at mpaciulli@hcc.edu 


WWW.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com 





AGAWAM ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS 
LEGAL 
ADVERTISEMENT 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given 
that the Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals will hold 
a public hearing at the 
Agawam Senior Center, 
954 Main St., Agawam, 
MA on Monday, June 
28, 2021 at 6:30PM for 
all parties interested in the 
appeal of Jackie Tang who 
is seeking a Variance from 
the Town of Agawam’s 


elelels 
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Zoning Ordinances, Chapter 
180-46(E) to allow for the 
construction of a residen- 
tial dwelling with less than 
the required lot size at the 
premises identified as 24-26 
Walnut Street. 

Doreen A. Prouty 
Chairperson 
Agawam Zoning Board of 
Appeals 

06/03, 06/10/2021 


LEGAL AD 
AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 


LEGAL AD 
The Agawam Conserva- 
tion Commission will meet 
remotely through Zoom, 
due to the COVID -19 
restrictions, at 6:00 PM on 
Thursday, June 10, 2021. 
The purpose of this meeting 
will be to hear the applica- 
tion of NSTAR Electric dba 
Eversource Energy on a 
Request for Determination of 
Applicability for work at the 
South Agawam Substation 

off of Moylan Lane. 

By Order of 

Henry A. Kozloski, 


Chairman 
AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
To join the webinar: 
https://usO2web.zoom.us/ 
j/81989148886?pwd=U2 
XxKOVNEVUKxWIJIU 
FpZSFFrY TREZz09 
Passcode: 052252 
Or by phone: +1 646 558 
8656 
Webinar ID: 819 8914 
8886 
06/03/2021 


Agawam Advertiser News 


OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of 


obituaries. 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 


date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


LEGAL AD 
AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
LEGAL AD 

The Agawam Conserva- 
tion Commission will meet 
remotely through Zoom, 
due to the COVID -19 
restrictions, at 6:15 PM on 
Thursday, June 10, 2021. 
The purpose of this meeting 
will be to hear the applica- 
tion of Reed on a Request 
for Determination of 
Applicability for work at Lot 
B, 173 Southwick Street. 


By Order of 
Henry A. Kozloski, 
Chairman 
AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
To join the webinar: 
https://usO2web.zoom.us/ 
j/81989148886?pwd=U2 
XKOVNEVUKxWIJIU 
FpZSFFrY TREZz09 
Passcode: 052252 
Or by phone: +1 646 558 
8656 
Webinar ID: 819 8914 
8886 
06/03/2021 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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PARADE 1 from page 1 


“It's so nice to see such a large crowd, 
one of the larger crowds I've seen in my time 
here for the Memorial Day ceremony, Sapel- 
li said. “Even more important to me and I’m 
sure to you, is I can see smiling faces finally: 

He continued to thank the Honor Guard 
and other groups that volunteered and 
worked to make this event possible and suc- 
cessful, he also spoke about those who put 
together and attended the morning events 
of putting flags at statues, monuments, and 
head stones. 

Sapelli says the town puts in the effort for 
these multiple ceremonies is to remember 
and honor those who fought for this coun- 
try and lost their lives, that’s what Memorial 
Day is all about. He said sometimes people 
get confused on the point of this holiday, 
because it’s not much of a celebration as a 
remembrance. 

The holiday started about 150 years ago 
after the civil war when widows would lay 
flowers on graves of soldiers, and its pro- 
ceeded ever since. 

There were many families with small 
children or grandparents with grandchil- 
dren, Sapelli noticed this and mentioned 
that it’s important to educate children on 
the importance of this day, the meaning of it 
and remembering those who fought for this 
country. With that message fresh on peo- 
ples minds this year’s Parade Marshall Don 
Carvill of the US Air Force was introduced 
and honored, before the names of casualties 
from each war were read and the bell was 
tolled for each. 

State Representative Nick Boldyga, 
R-Southwick, spoke about the work of ac- 
knowledging and posting signage of Main 
Street being a George Washington Me- 
morial Highway. This highway has been a 


i 
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long-standing project by Mancini and oth- 
ers, after five years of work Boldyga helped 
to get the appropriate work done. 

“T never thought it would take, literally 
an active legislator to get a street sign up, 
said Boldyga. “But it was a lot of work it was 
a lot of years in the making and Id like to 
thank Aldo for all he did, and Gary who is 
no longer with us truly advocated to getting 
these signs up, Boldyga said. “But we gather 
here today to soundly recognize events like 
this mornings Memorial Day service, they 
hold our community together. 

Boldyga said in the most trying times, 
these events keep us hopeful for the brighter 
days ahead, and mentioned that everyone 
gathering to watch the parade and cere- 
mony with their families should reflect on 
the meaning of this holiday and remember 
that everyone probably knows someone in 
the service. He asked that people remember 
those who they knew, or even if they dont 
know someone who served they should give 
a minute to fully reflect on this holiday and 
those lost. 

The tradition of laying of wreaths at the 
bell tower continued and individual memo- 
rial statues at the Veteran Greens, those who 
laid the wreaths stayed there as the Melha 
Bagpipers performed “Amazing Grace. 
As the song winded down Agawam High 
School bugler’s Christopher and Gabe Rua 
performed Taps and the American Legion 
Post 185 acted as the firing party. Afterward 
Mancini said thank you to the police depart- 
ment for both offering street guidance and 
control as well as having a few officers in 
the parade; as well as the DPW, American 
Legion, Young Marines, the Beautification 
Committee and Mayor Sapelli. Mancini also 
thanked all those who attended this year 
after the unique and small celebration held 
last year. 





The Agawam War Memorial features the names of residents lost in the various wars and conflicts the 


country has been involved in. 





PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


Provin Mountain Drive is worked following the storm by Agawam DPW crews. The road suffered damage 


during the tornado on June 1, 2011. 





The SUV of Dave Gauthier sits in the garage. It was crushed by a felled tree during the tornado. 
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Military personnel march in the parade. 
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The flag is raised at the Memorial Day ceremony. 


TORNADO f from page 1 


wind storms. Later in the same year, the 
Oct. 29 snowstorm would take out massive 
amounts of trees and branches and disable 
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The event featured a much larger turnout than 
last year’s COVID-19-modified event. 


the area for almost a week with some resi- 
dents without power for nearly two weeks. 

Thankfully, the June tornado did not 
cause any major injuries or deaths to those 
affected by the tornados path. 


- 
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Tree crews work to cut up massive trees in the Pontussic Road neighborhood. 


